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(57)Abstract 

"PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To allow a transmitter side user to make intentionally part of a 
background hardly recognizable or to replace part of the background with a generated image 
to a degree that a communication opposite party feels no displeasure in the case that the 
transmitter side user of a video telephone system desires that the surrounding 
circumstance of the user is not recognized by the opposite party or the user of a portable 
video telephone system desires that the opposite party cannot know where the user is. 
SOLUTION: After start of communication, an image synthesis section 3-5 synthesizes 
image pickup data generated from an image photographed by a camera section and 
additional image data in a form of overwriting the additional image data on the image pickup 
data, the resulting data are compressed in compliance with a predetermined form. Voice 
data from a voice input means 3-1 are compressed as required, and a video telephone 
processing section 3-6 transmits the data above to a public network 3-9 in compliance with 
a protocol such as the H.364. 
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